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The National Tree Collections of Scotland were 
set up to raise awareness of Scotland’s tree collections 
and to help protect and enhance them for the future.

The NTCS project partners are Scottish Forestry, Royal 
Botanic Garden Edinburgh, and Perth and Kinross Countryside 
Trust, working with NTCS site owners and managers.

Many NTCS sites play an important role in the 
International Conifer Conservation Programme 
(ICCP) by providing safe havens for the future of 
threatened tree species around the world whose 
native habitats are being lost or damaged.

The ICCP was established in 1991 at the Royal 
Botanic Garden Edinburgh (RBGE). It combines 
taxonomic, conservation, genetic and horticultural 
research with international capacity building for 
conifer conservation.

www.rbge.org.uk/science-and-conservation/
genetics-and-conservation/conifer-conservation/

International Conservation

Seed collecting in Bosnia



Brahan Estate

Sweet chestnut at Castle Leod

David Douglas
(1799 – 1834)

One of the most prolific and 
furthest travelled Scottish 
plant hunters was David 
Douglas. Responsible for 
bringing back over 200 new 
species, he journeyed to 
Canada, Hawaii, Madeira, 
the Galapagos and across 
America. He will be 
remembered for the towering 
Douglas Fir, Grand Fir and Sitka Spruce, an original 
of which can still be seen at Scone Palace, where he 
started as a garden apprentice. 

Martin Gardner
(1954 - present)

“As co-ordinator of the ICCP, 
much of my work involves 
overseas fieldwork collecting 
plant material, with visits to 
over 30 countries in search of 
threatened conifers. Although 
this follows in the footsteps 
of the intrepid Victorian plant 
collectors, my work involves 
establishing collections from 
threatened species with the 
aim of helping to safeguard 
their long-term future.”

Established in 2011, the NTCS bring together 23 
exceptional tree collections from across Scotland.

Their diversity reflects the role many individual 
landowners played over the centuries collecting 
and planting specimen trees from all over the 
world, or their contribution to testing new 
species and developing forestry techniques in 
Scotland and overseas.

The NTCS aim to increase public awareness of and 
access to these collections and to help protect 
this unique aspect of our national heritage for the 
benefit and enjoyment of future generations.

The National Tree
Collections of Scotland (NTCS) How the Collections began What is a Champion Tree?

Meet the Plant Hunters
(then and now)

Most of the NTCS sites boast champion trees at a 
Great Britain and Ireland or Scotland level. These are 
trees notable for their age, size, historic link, or other 
remarkable feature. There are some 700 Scottish 
champions across the NTCS sites, about a third of 
which are also champions of Britain and Ireland. 

Spread around the country, and very different 
in scale and character, the NTCS sites host a 
diverse range of trees that reflect the interests and 
successes of past landowners and plant hunters. 
Plant hunting took off in the 18th and 19th 
centuries, driven by a surge in interest in tree 
planting, and the desire of wealthy landowners to 
improve their gardens. They sought unique, unusual 
and exotic new tree species from around the world 
to create the biggest and best collections.

Details of all champion trees are compiled by 
the Tree Register of Britain and Ireland (TROBI) 
www.treeregister.org 

Crathes Castle
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Crathes Castle  Brahan Estate  Corrour Estate 

Lang Craigs Glasgow Botanic 
Gardens

Smeaton Lake Woods

Dawyck Botanic 
Garden  

Royal Botanic 
Garden Edinburgh 

Castle Kennedy

Benmore Botanic 
Garden 

Crarae Garden

Drumlanrig 

Dunkeld House Hotel

Kilmun Arboretum 

Ardkinglas
Woodland Garden

Balloch Castle
Country Park

Camperdown 
Country Park

Scone Palace

Mount Stuart 

Castle Leod

Helensburgh Tree 
Conservation Trust

Lael Forest Garden 

Puck’s Glen

www.nts.org.uk/Visit/
Crathes-Castle 
Banchory, Aberdeenshire,
AB31 5QJ
t:  01330 844525
e: crathes@nts.org.uk

brahan.com
Brahan, Dingwall, 
Ross-shire, Scotland, IV7 8EE
t: 01349 861150
e: info@brahan.com

www.corrour.co.uk/wilderness
/wildlife/FORESTRY  
by Fort William,
Inverness-Shire, PH30 4AA
t: 01397 707 070
e: enquiries@corrour.co.uk

www.woodlandtrust.org.uk/
langcraigs  
Access via Overtoun Estate, 
Milton Brae, Dumbarton,
G82 2SH
t: 01738 635544
e: scotland@woodlandtrust.org.uk

www.glasgowbotanicgardens.
com 
730 Great Western Rd, 
Glasgow, G12 0UE
t: 0141 276 1614
e: gbg@glasgow.gov.uk

www.smeatonnurserygardens.co.uk
Preston Road, East Linton, 
East Lothian, EH40 3DT
t: 01620 860 501
e: mail@smeatonnurserygardens.co.uk

www.rbge.org.uk/the-gardens/dawyck
Stobo, Near Peebles,
Scottish Borders, EH45 9JU
t:  01721 760254

www.rbge.org.uk
Arboretum Pl, Edinburgh, 
EH3 5NZ
t: 0131 248 2909

www.castlekennedygardens.com 
Stair Estates, Sheuchan,
Castle Kennedy, Stranraer, 
Dumfries and Galloway, DG9 8SL
t: 01776 702 024
e: 
info@castlekennedygardens.com

www.rbge.org.uk/the-gardens/
benmore 
Dunoon, Argyll, PA23 8QU
t: 01369 706261

www.nts.org.uk/Visit/Crarae-garden 
Inveraray, Argyll, PA32 8YA
t: 01546 886614
e: CraraeGarden@nts.org.uk

www.drumlanrigcastle.co.uk 
Thornhill, 
Dumfries & Galloway, 
DG3 4AQ
t: 01848 331555
e: info@drumlanrigcastle.co.uk

www.dunkeldhousehotel.co.uk 
Dunkeld, Perthshire, PH8 0HX
t:  01350 727771
e:  reservations@dunkeldhousehotel.   
  co.uk

https://forestryandland.gov.scot/
visit/forest-parks/argyll-forest-park/
kilmun-arboretum 
PA23 8SJ is the nearest postcode. 
t: 0300 067 6600
e: CowalTrossachs.FD@forestryandland.scot.gov

www.ardkinglas.com/
ardkinglas-woodland-
gardens.html 
Cairndow, Argyll, PA26 8BG
t: 01499 600261
e: info@ardkinglas.com

www.west-dunbarton.gov.uk/leisure-
parks-events/parks-and-greenspaces/
parks/balloch-castle-country-park 
Drymen Road. Balloch, West 
Dunbartonshire, G83 8LX
t: 01389 752977

www.dundeecity.gov.uk/
camperdownpark
Coupar Angus Rd, Dundee, DD2 4TF
t:  01382 431848
e:  countryside.rangers@dundeecity.gov.uk

scone-palace.co.uk/palace-
grounds/gardens-and-grounds 
Perth, PH2 6BD
t: 01738 552300
e: visits@scone-palace.co.uk

www.mountstuart.com 
Rothesay, Isle of Bute, PA20 9LR
t: 01700 503877
e: contactus@mountstuart.com

www.castleleod.org.uk/history/the-
grounds-of-the-castle 
Strathpeffer, IV14 9AA

e: projectadmin@castleleod.org.uk

www.treetrust.co.uk 
Explore the tree lined streets of Helensburgh, 
G84 8XG is the nearest postcode
t: 01436 673310
e: mstuarthannah@gmail.com

https://forestryandland.gov.scot/visit/
lael-forest-garden 
IV23 2RS is the nearest postcode. 
t: 0300 067 6850
e: northhighland@forestryandland.scot.gov

https://forestryandland.gov.scot/
visit/forest-parks/argyll-forest-park/
pucks-glen 
PA23 8QT is the nearest postcode
t: 0300 067 6600
e: CowalTrossachs.FD@forestryandland.scot.gov
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